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I drive “Orange” taxi five days a week for
Mater Dei. I pick up my first student from
Eagle Vale about 7.15am then we travel to
Kentlyn, Ruse, Bradbury and Rosemeadow
before we all make our way to Mater Dei
where we arrive by 8.45am. There the
Teacher’s Assistants (TA) start collecting the
students from us, one taxi at a time. There are
15 taxis (called different colours and patterns
including “Stripe” and “Spot”) in total and
the handover from taxi driver to the TA is
completed by 9am.

At 3pm, the students start being called by
taxi group from their classroom by a TA.
Three taxis at a time drive up to the taxi area
and wait for their passengers. The students
make their way from their classroom greeting
and helping each other as they make their
way to their driver. The TA’s hand over
anything to us that needs to be sent home to
the parents. Then we all proceed on our
journey home in the reverse order to the
morning route finishing up around 4.30pm.

I have had the same seven students in my taxi

for the past three years, and during that time
we have developed a nice friendship group
and routine. They are Eloise 14, Amy 14,
Aaron 13, Michael 12, Stephan 10, Chelsea
10 and James 8. They are usually waiting for
me at their driveway with their mum, dad or
carer when I arrive to collect them. I help
Aaron because he has cerebral palsy but the
rest get themselves on and off the taxi and
they all like their set seats!

During our journey we like to listen to the
music of Michael Jackson and the “Happy
Feet” CD. They also like to play the game
“Who can be the quietest.” When we pass a
school someone used to attend, they often
tell us stories about their time there. When
we arrive at school one of the students knows
a lot of the staff number plates and always
reports on who is already there. My taxi rules
are simple, no eating in the taxi but they can
have a mouthful of water if they are thirsty.
The kids are well behaved, interesting, great
company and generally very happy and I
really love the time I spend with them.

A day in the life of a Taxi Driver
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Taxi Driver
Born: Wrexham, South Wales, Great Britain,
1957.
Lived: Mostly lived in the Liverpool and
Campbelltown area since 1968.
Education: Lurnea Primary and High
schools.
Qualifications: Advanced Certificate in
Work for Older People and Certificate IV in
Community Services.
Work History: AIN and Diversional
Therapist at Our Lady of  Loreto Nursing
Home, Strathfield, Community Support
Worker, Concord Hospital and Student Taxi
Driver at Mater Dei.
Favourite Song: I will always love you,
Whitney Houston.
Favourite Movie: Ghost, I Robot.
Hobbies: Knitting and relaxing drives.
Favourite Holiday: A World Cruise.
Most Exotic Place Visited: Tahiti.
Dream: Owning a Winnebago.
Why do you work at Mater Dei?: A back
injury at a previous job meant I had to look
for different work. I was having trouble
finding other work and then a job for a Taxi
Driver came up at Mater Dei. I have been
here five years now and I am so grateful to the
organization for giving me this opportunity.
As it has turned out, I love driving the kids to
and from school everyday and helping out as
a volunteer here when I can.
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You are invited to attend our ladies

Lipstick Luncheon
Friday, May 14, 2010 11am - 2.30pm

at The Cube, Campbelltown Catholic Club
Tickets are $60pp or table of 10 for $600

Sponsorship packages available. For bookings call 4655 7481 or visit www.materdei.org.au

Mater Dei Raceday
Saturday, July 31, 2010

at Kembla Grange
Sponsorship packages now available
Enquiries call 4655 7481 or visit www.materdei.org.au




