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In 2008, ten Mater Dei members of staff
embarked on a journey of learning when
they enrolled in the Certificate IV in
Disability Work. The members of staff from
our Family Resource and Residential

Program (FRP), Bethany and School would
meet with their TAFE teacher twice a term
for four hours to explore the different
modules and the assignment work that was
required.  This was a difficult task for all
members of staff involved as many had not
completed any formal training since leaving
High School. After 18 months of hard work,
all staff successfully completed their studies.

Last month, Julietta Borgia-Brain, Kerry
Viva and Kerri Whitfield attended their
graduation ceremony at Meadowbank

College of TAFE. Unfortunately the
ceremony was on a work night for FRP
graduates, Carmel Farrell, Robyn Ford,
Rhonda McNeilly, Jamie Owen, Christine
Ellis, Elaine Farrer and Vicki Underwood,
and they were unable to attend.

Congratulations to all members of staff who
completed Certificate IV in Disability Work
and special acknowledgement to Kerri
Whitfield and Kerry Viva who attained
second and third places respectively out of
eighty-five students completing the course.

One of Australia’s best known comedians
and current star of stage show “Calendar
Girls”, Jean Kittson, visited the Cube
recently for a very good reason. She was the
MC and Entertainer for Mater Dei’s second
Ladies Lipstick Luncheon which was held on
May 14. By all accounts Jean was a hit and
the luncheon was a great success! 

The 400 women in attendance experienced
many emotions during the luncheon as they
watched a moving DVD presentation
depicting the work of Mater Dei, an
inspiring performance of the Mater Dei
student choir and then experienced almost
two and a half hours of laughter as Jean
shared her unique insights into life and being
a woman.

Debbie Gates, Manager Development
Program at Mater Dei, said the luncheon was
a lot of fun for all in attendance. “Our
student choir and Jean were the keys to
ensuring the event was a great success.” 

Event sponsors, raffle prize sponsors and
guests combined to ensure that the event
raised over $18,500 nett for the children of
Mater Dei. “The girls love a great raffle and
we held two! Our prizes included jewellery
donated by Diamond World at Narellan to
the value of $1,800 and business class flights

for two to Melbourne and two nights
accommodation at the five star Westin
Hotel, donated by Jetset Travel, Hurstville.”

The funds will be directed towards Mater
Dei’s Community Participation Programs
which include inclusive schooling, structured
work placement and daily excursions into the
local community – “all valuable experiences
that really do provide our students with the
skills they need to help them take their place

in their communities as confidently as they
can” Debbie said.

“We would like to thank our Sponsors,
Supporters and the Organising Committee
for their generous support. An event like this
is not possible without them. ”

The next Lipstick Luncheon, will be held at
the Cube on May 13, 2011.

For more pictures of the Lipstick Luncheon
visit our gallery at www.materdei.org.au

Thanks to our Lipstick Luncheon Sponsors and Supporters.

Sponsors - Blooms the Chemist Camden, Commonwealth Bank, McDonald’s Restaurants
in Macarthur, Macarthur Financial Planning, Marsdens Law Group, Perich Group, Peter
Hammill O & G Practice, Rachel Stubbs & Associates, Stanford Solicitors & Conveyancers.

Supporters - Anton’s Hair Plus, Anne Adam, Annette Burns, Barenz Café, Bliss Beauty
Salon, Camden Community Quilters Guild, Camden Country Fresh, Clintons Toyota,
Contours Mt Annan, Diamond World Jewellers Narellan, Eastcoast Positioning, Esprit,
Luigi’s Italian Restaurant, Fiona Auger The Florist, Freedom Foods, Gavin Burns Accor,
Gemelle’s Ristorante Liverpool, Gledswood Homestead, Hennings Jewellers, In Macarthur
Magazine, Janelle Johnson Nellys Studio, Jean Kittson, Jenn Barnett-Baistow Goddess
Designs, Jetset Travel Hurstville, Jo Perrin, Lee Murphy, Loris Kenny, Macarthur
Automotive, Macquarie Links International Golf Club, Mary Mackinnon, Narellan Town
Centre, Natio, Novotel Wollongong, Odysseus Publishing, Paul Wakeling Motor Group,
Pacific Magazines, Replenish Skin + Body Camden, Ruth Morrison and “The Girls”,
Sharonj Jewellery, Terry White Chemist Macarthur Square

Organising Committee - Anne Adam, Julie Butta, Rebekah Gates,
Pina Nasso, Catherine Perich (Chair), Debbie Gates and Lee Murphy.
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