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Not every week is the same. It depends on the time
of year. This is why.
I was invited to join the Mater Dei Board at its
inception in 1994 and have served as its Company
Secretary since 1998. The Board meets on
Thursday evenings, five times a year, however I am
involved in Board sub committees that meet at
other times. I am also a member of the Mater Dei
Foundation and a member of its Management
Committee which meets twice a year. I also attend
its Wine sub committee meeting when required.
In 1998 I came across the idea to re-estalish
Wivenhoe Vineyard, which is located on the Mater
Dei Estate, to provide produce for the Hospitality
Course that was being conducted at Wivenhoe
Historic Villa. The course is no longer offered, but
the vineyard has just delivered its 10th Vintage of
Mater Dei Chardonnay. With the help of good
friends, including Barry and Louise Moore, I
tender the grapes a couple of times a week during
October and February. All sales from the wine are
donated back to the Mater Dei Foundation, which
uses some of the funds to offer scholarships to the
Mater Dei students. 
I work at Blooms Chemist at Camden as a

Pharmacist every Thursday. Blooms have had a
long association with Mater Dei. We took the
Mater Dei’s first work experience student!
I am also a member of the Board of Anowah
Community Living at Horsley Park, where my
daughter Elizabeth attends from Monday morning
to Saturday morning. Elizabeth comes home to stay
with Joyce and me on the weekends.
I am Patron for the Camden Bowling Club and try
to get a social game in occasionally. I love my
garden, which is rather substantial, and try to work
in it three times a week.
So... this week I attended a Mater Dei Board
Property sub committee meeting on Monday, a
Mater Dei Wine sub committee meeting on
Tuesday morning, a meeting at Anowah on
Tuesday afternoon, worked at Blooms on
Thursday, attended a Mater Dei Board meeting on
Thursday, gardened on Wednesday and Friday,
picked up Elizabeth and visited some of my
grandchildren on Saturday and played bowls on
Sunday. 
Not bad for a semi retired fellow!! And thank you
Kevin for all the energy and enthusiasm that you give
to help the kids at Mater Dei (editor).

A Week in the Life of a Mater Dei Board Member
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Kevin LawlerKevin Lawler
Mater Dei Board Member

and inaugural recipient of the
Mater Dei Benedictine Community Award.

Born: Barellan, NSW (near Temona & Griffith.
Birthplace of Evonne Goolagong & home of the
world’s biggest tennis racket!)
Lived: Barellan, Boorowa NSW (near Yass &
Cowra) and Camden
Education: Primary at Boorowa. Secondary at St
Patrick’s College, Goulburn NSW
Qualifications: PhC MPS (Pharmacy), The
University of Sydney
Work history: I have worked as a Pharmacist at
Willoughby 1955-57 and then at Boorowa with my
father 1957-1965. In 1965 an opportunity arose to
manage a pharmacy at Camden, so my wife Joyce
and I moved our family to Camden. In 1969, I
purchased what is known today as Blooms the
Chemist. I sold it a few years ago when I semi-
retired in 1994, but still work there every Thursday.
What you like about your work: Meeting &
helping people
What you dislike about your work: Rudeness
Role models: Mother Theresa & Nelson Mandela
Favourite song/s / Movie: “I still call Australia
home” & “It’s just a little street” / Australia.
Currently reading: The Maher Cup Story by M.V.
Sheehan
Hobbies: Lawn bowls & gardening
If you could invite any one you could to a dinner
party, who would they be: My wife, Joyce, and our
five children, Michael, Chris, Stephanie, Andrew
& Elizabeth, their partners and our 11
grandchildren (pictured) aged from 7 months to 23
years old!
Countries travelled: UK, Ireland, Singapore,
France, Germany, Austria, Switzerland, China &
Canada
Why are you involved with Mater Dei: Our
youngest daughter Elizabeth, now 40 years old, is
disabled. She was fortunate enough to attend Mater
Dei. I thank God everyday for Elizabeth’s presence
in my life. Through her, I have met so many
wonderful people. I find the unique Sisters of the
Good Samaritan together with the wonderful staff
members of Mater Dei very considerate and caring
people. Mater Dei is a special place. It is a magnet
which can’t be neutralized!
How did you feel receiving the inaugural
Benedictine Community Award: This is an
important initiative of Mater Dei and the award is
a significant one. Once I got over the shock I felt,
and still feel, very humbled.

Mater Dei Christmas Cards
Orders now being taken and

will be available for purchase from
Mater Dei reception from October 18.

Enquires 4655 7481 or visit our website
www.materdei.org.au

Mater Dei Country Fair & Ex-Student Reunion
Sunday October 17, 2010

Come along and join in the fun from 9.00am to 3.00pm
• Chocolate Wheel • Face Painting • Show Bags • Pony Rides •

• Devonshire Teas • Rides • Stalls and lots more
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