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Celebrating over 50 years of special education

A WORD FROM THE CEO/PRINCIPAL
Dear Friends,

Welcome back to our third edition of Mater
Dei Matters for 2009. As I write we are
reflecting on another very successful
Foundation Dinner. The dinner was a great
success on a number of levels, with our students
shining with a wonderful performance of ‘Bob
the Builder’ and ‘We are the World’, our
community very generously supporting us and
a great evening of entertainment and
hospitality enjoyed by all. We again raised over
$200,000 on this evening and this is a great
testament to our very hardworking committee
led by Phil McCarroll, the excellent work of our
Development team of Debbie and Lee and the
wonderful support of the Mater Dei staff and
students. I believe we can all be very proud of
our efforts in raising such an amount in the
current financial climate.

A highlight of the dinner for me was the
number of Good Samaritan Sisters who were
able to join us on the evening. As you are aware,
the Good Sam’s established Mater Dei and have
been involved with our work at a variety of
levels for a very long time. Next year is our one

hundredth anniversary on our current site and,
the progress we have made in this time and the
excellent work that we do, is largely due to the
work of the Sisters who have toiled on our site
for all of the one hundred years we will
celebrate.

Mother Teresa, the founder of the Missionaries
of Charity in Calcutta said that “We can not
do great things in this world; we can only do
small things with great love”.  The Good
Samaritan Sisters continually do small things
with great love. I would suggest that they also
do great things in the service of people who are
poor, marginalised, or disadvantaged in any
way, and this has been a central focus for the
Order throughout its history.

We have had another busy term at Mater Dei
with many great things happening in the
organisation. The school has hosted G Day – a
day for Grandparents, God Parents and Good
Friends and what a day it was. We have also
celebrated our Feast Day, held a very successful
Walkathon, made a movie, held the Year 11/12
Retreat and our students have attended a
variety of excursions to places of great interest.

I am sure you will agree we have had a very
busy term indeed.

As you may be aware, I will be leaving Mater
Dei at the end of the 2009 school year. I will
take up the appointment of Principal at St
Mary’s Star of the Sea College, Wollongong
from the commencement of 2010. This has
been a very difficult decision for me as Mater
Dei holds such a special place in the heart of all
those who work here.

On September 30, Mr Rob Burns, Chair of the
Mater Dei Board announced that Mr Tony
Fitzgerald had been appointed CEO/Principal
of Mater Dei commencing 2010. An
experienced educator with a career spanning 26
years, Tony has held significant leadership roles
and is currently the Deputy Principal of St
Gregory’s College, Campbelltown. We
congratulate Tony and look forward to
introducing him to our readers in our next
edition of Matters.

Yours sincerely
Frank Pitt

Orders now being taken for corporate Christmas cards ($7.00 per pack of 8 cards).
General cards ($5.00 per pack of 12 cards) will be available for purchase from

Mater Dei reception from October 20.
Enquires 4655 7481 or visit our website www.materdei.org.au

Channel 9’s newsreader Peter Overton was given a hero’s welcome as
his helicopter landed on Mater Dei’s oval on a sparkling winter’s day
in June. Mater Dei was chosen for the visit as a result of the
Macarthur Chronicle’s Inspire campaign. The entire school
community was there waving in the chopper and many diligent staff
were on high alert ... discretely closing the helicopter’s doors as
aspiring pilots saw an opportunity. 

“This is one of the most enjoyable parts of my job, to come to
schools like this and let them ask me questions,” Peter said. Joseph

asked Peter if he watched the news. Peter hesitated a fraction and
said wisely “I watch it as I read it.” That took quite a deal of
explaining. Another question was: “Do you get sad when you read
sad news?” He said he got very sad when it was about children.
“What is your favourite footy team”? He said: “The Dragons” and
everyone cheered, “Tigers” they cheered again, “Panthers” more
cheers etc. When Kate asked if it was scary reading the news, Peter
said it sometimes was, but nerves produce better results. BUT ...
perhaps the best question was from Joel who asked: “Peter when you
read the news tonight will you ask everyone if they could look for
James Fitzpatrick’s school case. He wants it back ... big time.”

As Peter and his film crew choppered up into the skies remembering
the students’ earnest farewell, he might have wondered about the
school case question ... but  thankfully it was found in the nick of
time before the 6 o’clock News!                    Jeanie Heininger sgs

For more pictures of Peter’s visit take a look at our gallery at
www.materdei.org.au

Mater Dei Christmas Cards

IS IT SCARY READING THE NEWS?
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