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The Digital Education Revolution Arrives at Mater Dei

DOUBLE TROUBLE? Life with the Walsh Twins
Gina & Michael Walsh have twin boys, Luke
and James, who are turning 13 in September.
They have been students at Mater Dei since
2006. This year the boys began a very special
new adventure. We asked Gina & Michael to
share their story. 

Our boys have Down Syndrome and they are
active and healthy.  Luke and James are in
Year 7 this year and they have entered the
Family Resource and Residential Program for
one night per week.  The boys are in separate
residences and they are apart for the first
time in their lives.   This was a very difficult
decision for all of us to make, as the boys are
so close and we were afraid that they may not
cope with being apart. 
Luke didn’t cope very well in Term One and,
to be honest, neither did we.  However, we
all persevered and he now loves ‘residence’.

He knows the routines and with our boys,
routine is a very important part of life.  I’ve
often said that Luke always pulls through
most situations; he just needs a bit more
time.  James on the other hand, fitted in
from the word go and he loves it.  In such a
short time, we can see great development in
both of the boys.  
Luke still won’t speak to James when James
telephones him from his residence and we
think it is because he is still a little annoyed
with him because they are not together.
Luke does speak to us every night and every
morning when we ring and he sounds so
happy.  He loves to hear from us and he
positively beams when we tell him how
proud we are of him.  James has settled into
his residence really well and he loves
spending time with his new friends and
learning new skills.  They both feel like they
are grown up and this program really has
been a great experience for our boys.  
Living with children who have a disability is
like jumping on a roller coaster and going for
the ride of your life.  We have had some
wonderful experiences and we have met
some outstanding people.  Our daughter
Samantha, who is 9 ½ years old, is an expert
in Down Syndrome and she is very quick to
recognise the abilities of her brothers.  She
spreads the message constantly at school as

her teacher tells us that she always talks about
her brothers and about how proud she is to
be their sister.
We are so proud of Luke and James as they
have come such a long way.  Nothing has
been easy, but looking back, we wouldn’t
change a thing. We have a loving family and
are proud to be part of the wonderful Mater
Dei community. What more could parents
ask for?

Since 1957, Mater Dei, in partnership with parents, has been an advocate, carer and educator of children and young adults with an
intellectual disability. JOURNEY TO THE HEART - 50 years, 50 stories, is a beautiful book that has been written to celebrate this. Sr
Jeanie Heininger sgs, the editor of JOURNEY TO THE HEART, says “the book speaks of the inner journey that is experienced by everyone
who has anything to do with Mater Dei. The stories articulate its spirit, its special role, its paradoxes and the effect it has on all who become involved
with it.” Great gift for only $30.

50th BIRTHDAY BOOK

In late June, Mater Dei Pastoral Teacher, Mrs
Rebecca Gibbs, Chair of the Mater Dei ICT
(Information and Computer Technology)
Committee took receipt of a delivery of Macbook
computers. These computers were purchased with
funds raised at last year’s Foundation Dinner.
Rebecca is very excited to have such a valuable
teaching resource for the students and staff to access. 
Rebecca says, “ incorporating technology into
our teaching programs will empower the
students’ learning. Our students will
participate in a wide range of activities that

will allow them to demonstrate their
understanding of content in a variety of ways
that is catered to meet their individual needs in
a digital style. The computers have a diversity
of programs that will assist the students with
many aspects of their learning such as their
reading and comprehension skills as well as
skills related to operating the computer. It is a
very exciting time to be involved in such a
great program which will benefit all of our
students and we are grateful to our supporters
for making this possible.”

James, left, with his fish, and Luke on holidays.




