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You’re invited to attend our ladies Lipstick Luncheon
Friday, May 13, 2011 from 11am - 2.30pm at The Cube, Campbelltown Catholic Club

Tickets - $75pp or table of 10 for $750
Sponsorship packages available from $2,000. For further information visit www.materdei.org.au

Thanks to our Supporters
Mater Dei has received a further $136,000 in donations since
September 2010. Thank you to all for your generous support of our
programs and projects.
Major Donations to Mater Dei: $50,000 from Campbelltown Catholic
Club and $30,000 from the Mater Dei Foundation for the school
rebuilding program, $30,000 from the Mater Dei Foundation for the
school Scholarship program, classroom technology and additional
therapy hours in the Early Intervention Program, $20,000 from the
Mater Dei P&F Country Fair for school programs, $5,500 from
Catholic Development Fund for the school Scholarship program.
Major Donations to the Mater Dei Foundation: $180,000 from the
Estate of Mary Kearney and $48,036 from the Estate of Jean Locke.
Our Thanks also to: Steve Edge for his recent donation, Quota
International Club of Camden, Lions Club of Campbelltown, St Johns
Bowling Club and Harrington Estates for their donations to our End of
Year Assembly award recipients, Picton Knitting & Crochet Group for
their recent donation of knitted toys and Ansavon for its recent
donation of Coles vouchers!
And thank you to our all of our Christmas Card customers especially
Advanced Metals, Inghams, Insurics, Macarthur Advertiser, Regans
Accountants and St Patrick’s College Campbelltown for their large
orders.

Mater Dei also acknowledges the support of DEEWR – Federal
Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations in
respect of the General Recurrent Grant and Chaplaincy Grant, the
NSW Department of Education and Training and the Department of
Ageing, Disability and Home Care.

Pictured above is Helen accepting the keys from Paul Wakeling.

The Art of Nurturing - We All Have It!

We all share in the art of nurturing because we are all human and here
at Mater Dei, it is alive and well amongst staff and families.
Conversations for Nurturing Independence is a program that takes the
form of small groups of four or five parents who meet four times in a
month. They take place each Term throughout the school year.

Topics covered in our program are human experiences such as
negotiating change, strategies to minimize stress, stages of personal
growth, grief and loss and the impact of parenting on the whole
person. Also our conversations centre on experiences such as the
adjustment of family members to the child with additional needs, the
experiences of siblings, personal strengths and resilience.

We see the program as an unwavering support of the dreams, hopes
and aspirations of parents and during the sessions we remind them of
the portrait of competence that is theirs.  They represent amazingly
talented human beings who have overcome obstacles in their lives and
are developing unique techniques of nurturing the independence of
their Mater Dei child.

We strive to provide a welcoming and secure environment for our
sessions. The last session focuses on their answers to two questions.
The first question is, how will I as a parent nurture my Mater Dei
child’s independence appropriate to their abilities and age?  The
second question is, how will I nurture my own independence?  These
conversations are always enjoyable experiences where we all learn
without realising it .

Sister Fran Nolan sgs and Sister Jeanie Heininger sgs (pictured below
second and third from right) facilitate the Nurturing Independence group
at Mater Dei. Fran and Jeanie worked together at Mater Dei in the late
1970s and early 1980s. Then, it was a boarding school for 40 weeks of the
year including weekends and they covered the gamut of nurturing from the
students’ self care, living skills, interpersonal skills as well as teaching from
9am – 3pm. “We were simultaneously classroom teachers, playmates,
counsellors, supervisors of meals and all aspects of personal hygiene,
advocates, disciplinarians, spiritual guides, cleaners, conflict mediators
and entertainers!” says Fran. Here they write about (and advertise!) the
groups that they are conducting at Mater Dei in the 2010s.

The Mater Dei P&F Car Raffle was drawn on Thursday November
18 and congratulations go to Helen Flett (a Mater Dei receptionist)
who is now the proud owner of a new Hyundi Getz!

A big thank you to Paul Wakeling Motor Group for their support of
the raffle, to P&F mums, Diane Beears and Tanya Leadbeatter, for
coordinating the sale of the raffle tickets and also a thank you to
everyone who bought a ticket. Approximately $6,000 was raised for
our students.




