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YES, I WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT MATER DEI’S
PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN!

■■ I wish to make a tax deductible donation of $ 
■■ I enclose my cheque/money order or
■■ Please charge my:    ■■ Mastercard      ■■ Visa      ■■ AMEX

■■■■■■■■    ■■■■■■■■    ■■■■■■■■    ■■■■■■■■
Expiry       /        Signature

■■ I wish to give ongoing support. Please charge $          monthly to my
credit card above until I advise otherwise.

■■ Please send me more information about:
■■ Becoming a member of the Mater Dei Foundation
■■ Becoming a supporter of Mater Dei’s Scholarship Program
■■ Remembering the children of Mater Dei in my Will.

Mr/Mrs/Ms/

If you would like to make a donation to Mater Dei please complete this coupon
and return it to:  Mater Dei PO Box 3090 Narellan NSW 2567

First Name                                                               Surname

Postal Address                                                                                                                                                                    Postcode

Telephone (Day Time)                                                                                                         Telephone (Mobile)

Email

Thank you!
Proudly printed by Tony Wolf and Son Quality Printers

Mater Dei 50 years on

During 2009, a group of compassionate, fun
and strong mums (and grandmas!) gathered at
Mater Dei to share their stories, to laugh, cry,
encourage and draw support from one another,
while their children attended an Early
Learning Group run by the Bethany Early
Intervention Program.

Gai, our Facilitator (from CatholicCare’s
School Student & Family Program), writes “I
have had the privilege of facilitating this
wonderful group and thank every member
from the bottom of my heart for letting me
walk a little way with them as they travelled
on their journey. I have been amazed at their
courage, strength, optimism and sense of
hope. While they care for the needs of their
children and families, these mums also juggle
the emotional and physical demands of
caring for a child with special needs. They
have travelled from that very first moment
when intuitively there was something “not
quite right”, to the “where do we go from
here?” Through the maze of appointments,
assessments, specialists and services... and the
journey continues”.

Bethany’s Manager, Vida Carmody, said of
the program,“this pathway has also provided
our mums with new roles - those as
researcher, educator and advocate - as they
seek answers and information; teach and
impart their experiences to others; and lobby
to get the most appropriate and best possible
interventions for their child”.

“We were able to share experiences: the
highs, the lows, the disappointments, the
frustrations and the challenges and are very
grateful for the opportunity to participate
and to know there are others who feel like we
do: confused, stressed and often alone. I am
looking forward to resuming our groups in
2010” said one of the mums.

This wonderful program was made possible by
the very generous donation of funds from
United Way Sydney which paid for the salary of
the Facilitator for the group each week. We
thank United Way for making this funding
available again in 2010.

STARTING KINDER
This year Mater Dei welcomed 11 new students to Kindergarten, six of whom joined Kinder
Red and five who joined Kinder Purple. Our new students took only a short while to settle
into the school routine with the help of some wonderful student role models who are in their
second year of kindergarten. These students also took the environmental changes to Mater Dei
in their stride. The staff were very proud of how the Kindergarten cohort adjusted to changes
in classroom location, playground environment and various other areas that we access.

It has been pleasing to observe the class groupings bond with staff, and develop student
friendship groups. Independence is at the heart of all experiences at Mater Dei and
Kindergarten are working on aspects such as packing and unpacking our school bags, moving
to and from the classroom and taxi ramp and dressing and undressing independently after
swimming. Students are working hard in the classroom, striving to achieve individual and
group outcomes in all Key Learning Areas particularly in English and Mathematics. Religious
Education occurs on a daily basis, as we introduce prayer and ‘big book’ bible readings.
Kindergarten are also enjoying active experiences such as our new sport program, swimming
and having a go on the flying fox!

We look forward to an exciting year in kindergarten full of learning, smiles and fun!
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