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Thanks to our Supporters
In addition to funds raised from the Mater Dei Charity Golf Day
and our PEACE EGGS, we have received over $25,000 in
donations since January 2010. Thank you to all for your generous
support of our programs and projects.

Major Donations: $12,280 from the Davcor Group for school
scholarships, $10,000 from United Way for the Bethany Early
Intervention Program, $1,200 from Camden Men’s Bowling Club
and $2,000 from Trans-West Insurance Group for school programs.

Our Thanks also to: TRN Group and Alan & Helen Flett for their
recent donations.

Mater Dei also acknowledges the support of DEEWR – Federal
Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations
in respect of General Recurrent Grants and Chaplaincy Grant, the
NSW Department of Education and Training and the Department
of Ageing, Disability and Home Care.

Partners in Medical Research
The Community Paediatric Program is a
partnership with Mater Dei and the University
of Western Sydney Medical School. Here two of
“our” recent 4th year medical students write
about their time at Mater Dei……

What is the Community Paediatric
Program?

The program provides a wonderful learning
opportunity for the medical students and an
opportunity for the UWS Medical School to
engage with the Greater Western Sydney
community. With this, comes a steep learning
curve as many of us have had very little
experience caring for children with special
needs. A misunderstanding of these needs,
from both doctors and the community, has
stood in the way of the children achieving
their full potential. The aim of this
partnership is hopefully to provide Greater
Western Sydney with a new generation of
doctors who are better equipped to care for
these very special children.

What were your first impressions of Mater
Dei?

We arrived at Mater Dei to find a school,

much the same as any other school, with kids
playing and gossiping before the start of their
day of classes. Still, we were unsure of
ourselves and of our surroundings. Were there
unwritten rules we needed to follow? Would
the kids accept us? As it would turn out, it was
the children that showed us the way. They
accepted us without any reservations,
allowing us to see all the barriers we had put
up were in our own heads, a product of our
own misconceptions. This, then, was the
beginning of our education at Mater Dei. 

What have you learnt about working with
children with special needs?

The short time we’ve had here has allowed us
to begin to appreciate and understand what it
means to care for a child with special needs.
So much of this care is a product of the
specialised skills that are so familiar to the
parents and teachers of the children at Mater
Dei. Fortunately for us, these have been just
the people who have so generously taken the
time to provide us with a unique insight that
could come only from experience. Every child
is different. We’ve learnt from the time we’ve

spent together, in the playground and in the
classroom, with each and every one of them.
Every day at Mater Dei brings its own
surprises and challenges, which themselves
have presented a unique opportunity to learn
and gain from the experience.

Thank you to parents, teachers and staff
especially Assistant Principal, Pamela
Templeton, for all that you have taught us
and the beautiful children of Mater Dei who,
with their charming smiles and winning ways,
have opened our eyes. 

Matt and Aarani

Since our last edition of Matters the tender process for Stage 2 has
been concluded and we are in the final stages of appointing a
contractor. Commitments made during this process have confirmed
that it will be possible to complete Stage 2 - the new three storey
Classroom & Administration wing - in time for the beginning of
term one next year – if all goes to plan!

The need to re-design the Hall to ensure it is within budget, despite

the recent upsurge in costs of these types of projects, has caused some
delays in its program. We hope that it will now be ready by the end
of May this year. Whilst it may appear that little has happened with
the Hall on site, the steelwork is, in fact, nearing completion off-site.
It should only take a short time to assemble this once it is ready and
everything else will follow rapidly thereafter.

The new Catholic High School, ‘St Benedicts Catholic College’ is
also progressing and we are in dialogue with the Wollongong Diocese
over the areas of mutual interest and the future relationship between
our two schools.

REDEVELOPMENT UPDATE...

We acknowledge and thank the
following businesses and
individuals for their support of
our Structured Work Placement
Program and our senior students
during Term 1, 2010; Big W
Narellan, Butterflies @ Camden
(Florist), Camden Golf Club,
Camden Hire, Camden Pre-
school, Campbelltown City

Council, Fruit Barn Camden, Macarthur Pre-school, McDonald’s
Narellan (pictured), McDonald’s Campbelltown, Meals On Wheels
Camden, Narellan Congregational Community Services, Our Lady
Help of Christians Catholic Primary School Rosemeadow and the
Office of Pat Farmer Camden.

Partners in SWP




