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Celebrating over 50 years of special education

OUR HIGH ACHIEVERS

A WORD FROM THE CEO/PRINCIPAL
Dear Friends,

Welcome to our first edition of Mater Dei
Matters for 2009. I hope that your year has
started well and that at this difficult time
you have managed to retain a sense of
optimism. Mater Dei has had a wonderful
start to the year with our new students
settling in very well and our continuing
students delighted to be back at school.

Our students continue to make excellent
progress as they settle into the routines of
school and enjoy the many challenges that
our programs offer.

Already we are beginning to see our new
students form friendships and find their
own way around the school. I believe this
says something about the very strong sense

of community that exists at Mater Dei as we
see the new students being accepted just as
they are and our current population
embracing them as friends immediately.
Our students have much to teach in so
many areas and the way they extend the
hand of friendship and welcome is just
another of the lessons we can learn.

As you are aware, we are a Good Samaritan
School and we identify very strongly with
both the mission and the charism of the
Good Samaritan Sisters and the Rule of St
Benedict. A strong focus of the Rule of
Benedict is that we build a community
where “the strong have something to strive
for and the weak nothing to run from” (RB
64:9). I find this a very inspiring passage,
not only for our community, but for our

world. At Mater Dei we continually try to
provide an environment where our students
are challenged to the extent that they can
be, and supported to their level of need. In
this way we build a community based on
mutual trust, love and respect for the
abilities of all. What a world we would have
if these simple words of Benedict where
embraced and lived out by all people.

I hope that you continue to enjoy good
health and happiness throughout the year
and I look forward to sharing the many
successes of our students in future Matters
magazines.

Yours sincerely

Frank Pitt
CEO/Principal

The Year 11/12 students have a very busy life at Mater Dei as they are
involved in a great range of activities both on and off the school campus. A
very important part of the program for many students is the Business
Services VET course taught by our very experienced teacher Janelle Barlow.
Janelle does a wonderful job and has achieved outstanding results. For the
second time we had two of our Year 12 students, Stacey and Sarah (pictured
L&R with Janelle) complete the Certificate II in Business Services in 2008.
This is an outstanding achievement and a great credit to the students and
teachers involved in this program. This is just another very good example
of the ‘can do’ attitude of our staff and students.

KATE’S STORY On the May 25, 1993 our beautiful
daughter, Kate, was born. She was perfect,
just like a porcelain doll.
I started to worry when Kate wasn’t
reaching her milestones but my mother
would tell me to be patient, that all babies
were different and reached their milestones
at different ages, so I shouldn’t compare.
By the time Kate was 6 months I knew
things weren’t right so we were referred to
Campbelltown Hospital for physio and
things started to improve but Kate was still
way behind.
By 11 months Kate was sitting up, crawling
at 18 months and finally walking at 22
months. It was at this time we received the
diagnosis of a global developmental delay.
At 3 Kate started talking and, according to
Michael (Kate’s dad), she hasn’t stopped
since!
Throughout Kate’s entire life she has had a
fear of animals. Owning our dog, Scrappy
Doo, was impossible. So when Kate was 9
we started her at “Riding for the Disabled”.
Getting Kate on a horse was agony and I
worried that I was doing the wrong thing.
She was terrified but eventually she
overcame her fear and she is now an
accomplished horsewoman having weekly
riding lessons and attending Wollondilly
Pony Club. She has formed an inseparable
bond with the love of her life Joshua John,
an Australian Stock horse stallion, and her
fear of animals is a distant memory.

In 1999 Kate started Kindergarten at
Mawarra public school but by Year 2 things
were getting hard. She struggled to keep up
and was transferred to the IM class at
Camden public school. Finally she was
happy and had friends.
Looking for a high school was exhausting.
We went for interviews at various schools
but Kate really wanted to go to Mater Dei.
She said she felt comfortable there when we
visited and it was obvious this was the
perfect place for her. I had my doubts about
sending my child to a “special” school but I
knew it was the best thing for Kate. She has
blossomed at Mater Dei and she is a very
popular young lady with many friends.
What more could a parent ask for?
The support and friendship Kate and our
family have received at Mater Dei is
something we will all treasure forever. I was
particularly touched by the way the Mater
Dei community genuinely showed their
care for all of us after the recent passing of
my beloved dad and Kate’s grandad, Ron.
Dad was a regular visitor to Mater Dei and
a great advocate for the wonderful work that
they do. It was clear that the staff, students
and families thought of dad as a valued
member of the Mater Dei family.
I feel so lucky to have Kate as she has taught
me that no matter how hard things can be,
there is always a way to get through. She has
matured into a young lady that we are very
proud of.                       Christine Feeney

Starting Kindergarten at Mater DeiStarting Kindergarten at Mater Dei

You are invited to attend our first ladies

Lipstick Luncheon
Friday, May 15, 2009 Noon-2.30pm

at The Cube, Campbelltown Catholic Club
Tickets are $60pp or table of 10 for $600

Sponsorship packages available. For bookings call 4655 7481 or visit www.materdei.org.au

Mater Dei Raceday
Saturday, August 1, 2009

at Kembla Grange
Sponsorship packages now available
Enquiries call 4655 7481 or visit www.materdei.org.au

Since 1957, Mater Dei, in partnership with parents, has been an advocate, carer and educator of children and young adults with an
intellectual disability. JOURNEY TO THE HEART - 50 years, 50 stories, is a beautiful book that has been written to celebrate this. Sr
Jeanie Heininger sgs, the editor of JOURNEY TO THE HEART, says “the book speaks of the inner journey that is experienced by everyone
who has anything to do with Mater Dei. The stories articulate its spirit, its special role, its paradoxes and the effect it has on all who become involved
with it.” Available now for $30.

50th BIRTHDAY BOOK

Any parent who has taken their child to
school for the first day will tell you how
many emotions they feel all at once.

Starting school at Mater Dei is just as
exciting and as daunting for children,
parents and teachers as it is at any school.
Perhaps we are not as big as other schools,
but everybody and everything looks big
when you’re in Kinder. And what does this
taxi stuff really mean?

So there we all were. Miss Mitchell and Mrs
Charles looking excited and feeling nervous.

We had 20 children to greet and keep calm,
happy and wanting to come back again.
Well, you can’t learn everything the first day.

It has been a wonderful Term. The children
have all settled in well with the help of those
who returned for their second year. We have
made friends. We know how to sit in
assembly, get our award and shake hands as
proud as all the big kids. We have learnt our
sounds and sing the “Ants in the Apple”
with pride and passion. We have
experienced swimming lessons in the school
pool and we have learnt to move to other

places in the school for cooking, assembly
and music. Going to chapel for Mass has
been a new experience for most and we are
learning how to behave in God’s house. We
have learnt how to catch our taxi’s all by
ourselves and walk to the ramp. Most of all,
we know what it feels like to belong: to
belong to our class, to belong to our friends
and to belong to our school. And, most
importantly, we know what it feels like to be
happy.

Eryn Mitchell and Michelle Charles
Pastoral Teachers, Kinder Blue and Red
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