
Donation helps Nicholas walk

“We are very pleased to enclose this photograph of Nicholas who is
now able to walk short distances unassisted. Nicholas began pushing
the Mullholand walker and has progressed with patience and
practice to independent mobility. He will probably always need the
assistance of a wheel chair or other aid to walk long distances,
however, the walker has enabled him to progress this far. Naturally,
Nicholas’s family, friends and Bethany staff are thrilled with his
progress. His mum cried when he took his first steps unaided and
will be forever grateful for the donation which made this happen. 
Nicholas’s family now wish to donate the walker back to Bethany so
another child may be able to use it as appropriate. I guess that is one
reason why so many of us work and support these special children,
to share the sense of success, achievement and elation when the
children make progress.”   

Our partners in making a difference
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Mater Dei Chardonnay is locally produced from grapes grown at Mater Dei’s Wivenhoe Vineyard and bottled at Vicary’s Winery at
Luddenham. Tasting notes...
2008 - A delightfully soft & light wine with tropical fruit aromas. The palate is also soft & fruity with a lingering citrus finish.
2009 - A delightfully flavoursome wine with tropical fruit and melon flavours that linger in the mouth.
Great gift idea for only $12 a bottle or $144 a case.

Mater Dei Chardonnay - 2008 and 2009 Vintages

Thanks to our Supporters
In addition to the funds raised from our Race Day, Pigeon Race and
Foundation Dinner we have received $64,304 in donations since
July 2009. Thank you to all for your generous support of our
programs and projects.
Mayor Donations: $25,000 from the Campbelltown Catholic Club
for our school & residential programs. $20,000 from Cardinal Pell
for our school programs. $18,499 from CRAFT for our work
placement program, $670 from Mater Dei Staff & Parents Trivia
Night for school resources.
Our Thanks also to: Mr & Mrs R & J Moppett, Ms Caroline Jones,
Macarthur Singers Inc and Lions Club of Campbelltown City for
their recent donations.
Mater Dei also acknowledges the support of DEEWR – Federal
Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations
in respect of General Recurrent Grants and Chaplaincy Grant, the
NSW Department of Education and Training and the Department
of Ageing, Disability and Home Care.

Our Great Pigeon Race
The Inaugural Mater Dei Great Pigeon Race was held on Sunday July 26,
2009. Co-sponsored by Southern Racing Pigeon Federation Inc., Central
Cumberland Pigeon Racing Federation and the Australian Pigeon Racing
Association, nearly 50 teams (250) of pigeons participated in the race. In
overcast and windy conditions, the pigeons were finally liberated from
Breadalbane to fly home across the Goulburn Plains to their homes located
from Bargo to Punchbowl in Sydney’s south western suburbs and Kuringai
to Riverstone in the north western suburbs.
Over $12,000 was raised for the children at Mater Dei. In accepting the
donation, Frank Pitt, CEO/Principal acknowledged the efforts of the events
organisers James Regan (from Regans Accountants) and Alex Azzapardi
(from Impress Colour) and the event and team sponsors, noting that the
event had attracted a new group of supporters to Mater Dei.
James Regan said the event was made possible because of the support of
local businesses like Impress Colour, C91.3 FM, Regans Accountants,
Camden Hire and Paul Wakeling Motor Group who donated the prizes for
the winning sponsors. In thanking all involved, James said that support had
been terrific and that the event would be held again next year.

Financial Report
Mater Dei remains significantly dependent upon government funding with 76% of
total revenue coming from recurrent funding. Fees generated from students makes
up 7% of the total revenue. The remaining 17% of income is derived from
fundraising and other activities.
Government grants and fees can cover our basic services however our children need
much more than these basic services. It is only with the generous and significant
support of our community that we are able to provide the services that our children
really need.
Our employment costs at 70% are our biggest ticket item however I marvel at just
how wonderful a job our staff do. They do not regard their position at Mater Dei as
a job but rather a vocation as their dedication to the School and the children is
extraordinary.
Our accounts did run at a small loss this year due to unbudgeted expenses being
incurred on the redevelopment of the School. Nearly all of these expenses will be
reimbursed this year so our financial position is very stable and it is in keeping with
our goal to spend responsibly as much money as we can on our kids each year. We
do not try to make money, we try to make a difference and we know we do.
So thanks to my tireless committee of Anne Lauder, Frank Pitt and Daniel Kutcha
and thanks also to all the wonderful supporters of Mater Dei as without you our
dreams could never come true.
John Adam, Chairman Audit & Finance Committee

INCOME & EXPENDITURE - FOR YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2008
Recurrent Income Recurrent Expenses
Government Grants 3,558,671 Employment Costs 3,318,424
Fees 345,894 Other Overheads 1,475,613
Fundraising/Other 788,234
Total $4,692,799 Total $4,794,037
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Earlier this year, our Bethany
Early Intervention team had a
special request. They wanted to
know if there was a donor we
could approach who would fund a
special “walker” needed to help
one of their children learn to walk.
One of Mater Dei’s benefactors
responded immediately with funds
to buy this vital piece of
equipment. Bethany’s Manager,
Vida Carmody, writes….
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