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PEOPLE PROFILE

Karen KellyKaren Kelly

Special Education Support Teacher
Bethany Early Intervention Program,

Mater Dei

BORN & EDUCATED: I was born and grew up
in Goulburn with my two brothers. I completed
my early education at Marian College,
Goulburn. I completed my Bachelor of
Education at Charles Sturt University at Wagga
Wagga.

WORK HISTORY: My first job was at K-Mart
as a ‘check out chick’ during high school and
while I completed my university studies. Since
gaining my degree I have worked in a number of
early childhood settings in the Campbelltown
area where I was an authorized
supervisor/director. I worked mostly with the
preschool age group.

FAMILY: Ian and I married in Goulburn and
moved to Campbelltown in 1991. We have two
children, James who is 15 years and Dana who is
11 years and I spend a lot of time taxiing them to
various sporting, school and social activities.

LIKES: I like spending time with my family and
friends and going to the movies. I like reading
‘everything’.

DISLIKES: I dislike cleaning the oven and the
shower.

FAVOURITE MOVIE: ‘Bridget Jones’ Diaries’.

FAVOURITE SONGS: ‘Time of Your Life’ by
Greenday and ‘All Summer Long’ by Kid Rock.

FAVOURITE TV SHOWS: ‘Criminal Minds’,
‘Bones’ and ‘House’.

WHY ARE YOU INVOLVED WITH MATER
DEI: I came to work at Mater Dei six years ago
as a Special Education Support Teacher with the
Bethany Program. I changed from mainstream
children’s services as I wanted to do something
where I would really make a difference to the
lives of some very special children. While doing
this I extended my theoretical knowledge and
gained a Certificate of Special Education in
2006. I am enjoying many wonderful
experiences at Mater Dei, but the best is being
around to see the children and the families in our
care celebrate every achievement.

ANOTHER GREAT GOLF DAY FOR MATER DEI

PEACE EGG

I have worked with the Early Intervention
Team at Bethany for 6 years and no two
days are the same.  My duties are many and
varied.

My primary responsibility is to provide
educational programs and support to
children. I facilitate an early learning group
here on site at Bethany one morning a week.
This is a structured group where the
children have the opportunity to learn skills
such as following routines, sharing, turn
taking and socialising with their peers.
During group we have activities which help
the children practise and refine their skills.

The children have craft activities such as
painting, cutting and pasting. We use
manipulative toys such as puzzles and
construction to develop fine motor skills.
We have a group time when the children
come together for music and story, we share
“little lunch” and have some time outside to
practise gross motor skills.

A Bethany child can also attend a
mainstream child care centre. It is my job to
visit them in this setting and liaise with the
staff so that the child gets the most benefit
from being there. Often it is as simple as
modifying an activity so the child with
additional needs can join in with their
friends.

I organise meetings with parents and other
therapists and professionals who work with
the family to make sure we are all working
to get best results for the child. We all find
we become “counsellors” of sorts when the
parents and sometimes the childcare staff
just need someone to talk to or some ideas
on how they can help their child improve
their skills. Sometimes just saying “your
doing a good job,” can make such a
difference to the parents or child care staff ’s
day.      

As I said no two days are the same!

Karen Kelly

THANKS TO OUR GOLF DAY
SPONSORS AND SUPPORTERS

Major Sponsors - Campbelltown
Catholic Club, Clintons Toyota,

Macarthur Automotive, Paul Wakeling
Motor Group & Macquarie Links

International Golf Club

Sponsors - BCP Group Services, Esanda,
Inghams Enterprises, Sunblest Cleaning,

Bradcorp, Caldwell Martin Cox,
Camden Hire, Catholic Education Office
Wollongong, C91.3, Firstlease Australia,

Hayters Timber & Paving,
JMC Academy, KPMG Wollongong,

Marsdens Law Group,
Max Tegel, Macarthur Nissan,
Regans Accounting, Solartint,

The Outdoor Furniture Specialists 

Supporters - Blackrock Media,
Ingleburn RSL, Investa Land, Jetset,
MG Gateway, Nepean Engineering,

Steve Watt Constructions, Woolworths
and our patrons Camden Police

Committee - Steve Beattie,
Michael Lavorato, Peter O’Brien,

Paul Wakeling, Neil Williamson, Debbie
Gates, Lee Murphy and Frank Pitt
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The Annual Mater Dei Charity Golf Day
was held on Monday March 23, 2009 at the
Macquarie Links International Golf Club.

Mater Dei students, parents, carers, staff and
Camden Police reps had great fun manning
the on-course BBQ, drink stations and
betting, guessing and putting holes for the
players. After an enjoyable round of golf,
guests were treated to great lunch time
entertainment by well known comedian Paul
Martell, who together with MC, auctioneer
and long time Mater Dei friend Steve Edge
inspired the 150 present to give generously.
The winners of the day were the BCP Group
Services team. The event raised over
$59,000.

As in previous years, Mater Dei was very
fortunate to have the support of the leading
Macarthur motor dealers as major sponsors -
Clintons Motor Group, Paul Wakeling Motor
Group and Macarthur Automotive - and also
the Campbelltown Catholic Club.

The Mater Dei Golf Day has raised over
$880,000 over sixteen years. Monies raised
have helped fund and support therapy
programs, specialised computer equipment,
a wheel-chair ramp and an outdoor sensory
primary playground. The proceeds from this
Golf Day will go primarily towards

supporting the Inclusive Schooling,
Community Access and Work Placement
Programs that are offered to the students of
Mater Dei.

Frank Pitt CEO/Principal of Mater Dei
says “These programs provide our students
with opportunities, skills and abilities to be
part of their local communities - thus
reinforcing the underpinning philosophy for
everything that we do at Mater Dei - inclusion
for all into the wider community. Our Golf
Days have always been a great day for building
community whilst raising much needed funds
for Mater Dei. Simply put, we cannot afford to
offer many of the services and facilities that we
do for our children and students without the
proceeds from the Golf Day.”

Frank acknowledged the importance of
having loyal sponsors, a great golf course and
a dedicated committee for the event saying
how grateful he was to this year’s committee
- Steve Beattie (Clintons), Paul Wakeling,
Michael Lavorato (Campbelltown Catholic
Club), Peter O’Brien (Macarthur
Automotive) and Camden Police (the
patrons) represented by Neil Williamson.

“Our vision is a world of inclusion for all. We
thank all our supporters for sharing this vision
with us” said Frank.

••

•A day in the life of a
Bethany Teacher

For more pictures of the day visit the golf day
gallery at www.materdei.org.au

The 2009 PEACE EGG campaign was once
again very popular being sold as far south as
Nowra and as far north as Manly. It raised
over $20,000 bringing the total profit from
the sale of the eggs to $145,000 over 10
years. Funds raised this year will be put
towards Mater Dei’s community
participation programs. We would like to
acknowledge and thank our volunteer co-
ordinators Jan Verbinyecz and Anne Adam
and their team for helping to get the eggs
ready for sale.

Thanks also to the following businesses and
schools who helped make it the success that
it was: Darrell Lea Chocolate Shops, Tony
Wolf and Son Qualitiy Printers, radio
station C91.3, Narellan Town Centre,
Macarthur Square, and the students from St
Clare’s Primary School Narellan, Magdalene
Catholic High School Narellan, St Patrick’s
College Campbelltown and Mt Carmel
Catholic High School Varroville for helping
Mater Dei students sell the eggs. And
thanks to everyone for buying them!
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